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MonkeyWrenchGang @M _WrenchGang - 22. marrask.
'Getting a sandwich, be right back!"

If cyclists would act like car drivers
(by @PhilmerPhil)
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What is vtopia?

Thomas More (1478-1535) word play (ou-topos = no place,
eu-topos = good place)

"The core of utopia is the desire for being otherwise,
individually and collectively, subjectively and obijectively. Its
expressions explore and bring to debate the potential
contents and contexts of human flourishing. It is thus better
understood as a method than a goal ... (p. xi)”

(Ruth Levitas, Utopia as method, 201 3)
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Utopias: Dangerous and impractical?




Whose utopia?
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Data generation and methodology

collaborative partnerships between researchers,
teachers, youth activists, NGOs, as well as other
stakeholders (Coburn & Penuel, 2016; Esteban-Guitart,
Rajala, & Cole, forthcoming; Penuel, Riedy, Barber,
Peurach, LeBouef, & Clark, 2020).

social design experiments (Gutiérrez & Jurow, 2016)
conducted with teacher teams from 4 upper secondary
schools and 2 vocational schools in Finland, together
with young climate activists and representatives of adult
NGOs

Innovative school projects, where students cooperate
with activists and city authorities to build sustainable
futures.

This presentation: teacher diaries and screen
recordings of workshops conducted in Zoom and
Teams.
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making them

enact utopias in
bounded space
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visible

Critiquing utopias
in democratic
dialogue

(Rajala et al., forthcoming; see also Levitas, 2013



The Bicycles on the move project!



Bicycles on the Move! project

An optional course at the Etela-Tapiola Upper Secondary
School

The project aimed to increase students’ cooperation with
different social actors in order to develop their sense of
citizenship and agency.

During the project, students collaborate with city authorities and
influence the decision-making of the City Council concerning
cycling.

The project has been a huge success, arousing interest in the
media even internationally



Teacher: The most urgent issue would be ... right now they [the city
authorities] are really starting to ponder and think about ... whether
Tapiolan Raitti is a functional main route for cyclists or whether it should
be arranged in some other way . . . It is likely that we’ll get an audience
with the big bosses in January, so before that we should have something
of an idea and we should have already checked every corner there and
we should have an idea. So would you possibly feel up to going through
those corners, especially from the Sokos Hotel heading East, and think
about it? What would be a functional route?



Orienting to Transforming the Local
Environment

The students, together with their teachers, managed to
contribute to the local political debate con- cerning cycling
by questioning assumptions and decisions about local cycling
conditions.

”| think this is a kind of a future-oriented project so that . ..
the things will not happen right now, but instead we try to
influence some plans and everything possible . . . like how
would it be in thirty years time”. (Student group interview)

The students reported that trying to make a change to cycling
conditions also changed them to some extent. As o
consequence of the course, the students had started to
develop an emergent critical view of their surroundings.

3/30/22



Concrete utopias in the Bicycles on the
Move! project

The Bicycles on the move! project makes visible the
youth’s agency in envisioning and building concrete
utopias, that is, proposing alternative futures
regarding traffic solutions to reimagine their city.
The project was motivated by a utopian vision of
what one of the teachers called a “paradigmatic
shift” towards a cycling friendly city of Espoo.

The project aimed at a fundamental change in ways
of thinking, social practices, as well as traffic
infrastructure.



Designing alternative forms of food
production in an upper secondary school




Involving climate activists as stakeholders in the
design of pedagogical projects
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Expansion of the scope of a utopian

doroieci

o An attempt to save the local train

station of the municipality from being terminated
due budget cuts

o The projects’ scope was expanded when a
relational connection was made to the activism
of the climate activist who consulted the research

o The students’ project expanded further as a
teacher - inspired by the youth’s climate activism -
decided to include the topic of privatization of
Railroads in her lectures.
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